GUILDFORD
PUBLIC SCHOOL
NEWS UPDATE

Wednesday 4 February 2009

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

This is officially the first newsletter for 2009.
Happy New Year to all the Guildford Public
School Community. | look forward to your support
as in past years, as we endeavour to deliver high
quality education to all our students from
Kindergarten to Year 6.

| would particularly like to welcome all our new
families who have enrolled students this year. We
have 55 new Kindergarten children and several
other new enrolments across other classes.

Student enrolments appear to be settled now and
we have sufficient student numbers to maintain
14 classes from K-6. Due to the inconsistent
spread of numbers across the school grades it
will be necessary for some changes to occur in
class structures. The senior classes are currently
too large as well as some other groups. On
Thursday (tomorrow) some students will be
moved so as to make each class size consistent
with DET recommendations. We currently have
several composite or stage based classes. This
will be changed to nine composite or stage based
groupings. Our new structure will be as follows:

K, K, KM, 1, 12, 2, 2, 3/4, 3/4, 3/4, 4/5,
5/6, 5/6, 5/6.

The main changes will be in creating a 4/5 and
dissolving of 2/3 across stages 1 and 2. We also
need to create a 1/2 and K/1.

We need 60 students to maintain 3 separate
Kindergarten classes but fall short with only 55
Kindy children.

All staff have been involved in discussions on
what options we have and believe this to be the
best possible scenario. If numbers were to
increase significantly over the year with new
enrolments there’s a chance we may have to
reshuffle classes during the year. | haven’t had to
do this before, however it's not uncommon in
schools with fluctuating numbers.

The Guildford community is becoming more
transient with greater movement of residents in
and out of the suburb. It is this which creates an
impact on the school structure.

| would like to welcome and introduce four new
staff members to our school. Mrs McGrath on 5/6
Melon, Mr Gadd on 5/6 Paw Paw, Mrs Soryal
Arabic Community Languages and Mr Toshack
Relieving School Counsellor.

I’'m sure you will join with me in welcoming them
to our school community. I'm sure they will
contribute significantly to Guildford Public.

As you would have no doubt

discovered our classes W

this year are named after

fruit. Although this is basically
) an alternative to colour

names, and a bit of fun efc,
it hopefully may encourage al
students to eat fruit at recess or
lunch.
Just think of us this year as a
gigantic fruit salad! Yum!

Please come to the school hall in week 3 for

Parent Teacher Information sessions.

The schedule will be as follows:

Stage1 Years1&2 Tuesday 10 February

6:30pm — 7:30pm

Stage2 Years 3 &4 Wednesday 11 February
6:30pm — 7:30pm

Thursday 12 February
6:30pm — 7:30pm

Stage3 Years5&6

At these sessions supervisors and teachers will
discuss plans and expectations for the vyear,
including homework policy, excursions,
behaviour, etc. Tea/coffee and refreshments will
be served.



This is being held on Friday 13 3
February at Guildford Swimming ‘%\\ p
Centre. All students from Years 3t0 6 g~
are expected to attend. All non- ( X
swimmers will be involved in fun s 4‘7
novelty events in the shallow pool.
Consequently there is no excuse for any students
not to attend.

Supervision will be at a very high level.
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On Friday 6 February a few teachers will
represent the staff at a Teachers Federation
meeting until 10:30am.
However, all students are expected to be at
school as usual as all classes will be covered by
a teacher.
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This is not a strike day (as such) and the school
will be totally operational. Please ensure your
son/daughter attends from 9:00am.
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Parents are requested to pay a school
contribution at Guildford Public School, as at all
other schools. Our fees are considerably lower
than most schools. These fees assist us in the
general running of the school, helping in providing
paper, photocopying, exercise books, pencils etc.
While these fees are on a voluntary basis it it
hoped that most families will contribute.

DATES TO REMEMBER

13/02/09 Swimming Carnival
Parent Teacher Evening
10/02/09 1 6:30-7:30 pm. Years 1 & 2
Parent Teacher Evening
11/02/09 1 6:30-7:30 pm. Years 3 & 4
12/02/09 Parent Teacher Evening
6:30-7:30 pm. Years 5 & 6
18/2/09 Prefects Induction
06/02/09 | PSSA Trials
26/02/09 | Zone Swimming Carnival
31/03/09 | Area Swimming Carnival
09/04/09 | Last Day Term 1
10/04/09 | Good Friday
28/04/09 School Returns
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OneChild.......c.ccceeeiii.. $35
Two children.................. $50

Three or more children...... $60

Please pay at the office or send cash/cheque to
school in an envelope with child’s name.

Looking forward to a great 2009 for you and our
students.

Have a great fortnight!

Mr P. Lawless
Principal

Young drivers are three times more likely to be
involved in casualty crashes. That's why the RTA

has introduced a new
licensing scheme, with
more supervised driving 7/@7
P@

supervise learner drivers, the RTA has set up a

2 hour workshop for parents offering
practical advice on how to help learner drivers
become safer drivers.
A RTA parent's workshop will be
conducted by David Riches on Wednesday March
4™ at Parramatta Council’s Administrative Offices
(30 Darcy St, Parramatta on Level 2) from 6:00
pm-8:00 pm.
Early bookings are essential, so phone 0438 215

323 now to reserve your place, or e-mail
parentworkshop@optusnet.com.au

practice  for learner
drivers.
To help parents to

You may have recently heard about reforms to
the school student travel program run by the
NSW Government. | am writing to inform you of
the changes.

Most importantly, the NSW Government will still
fund more than 90% of the scheme, investing
more than $430 million every year to get students
to and from school.
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after school activities like sport, music
lessons, after school classes and other
extra curricular activities (The previous cut
off was 4:30pm).


mailto:parentworkshop@optusnet.com.au
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n&"* 1 $$ $ instead of one.
For example, this allows students to travel
to their grandparents, to after school care
or in some cases where mum and dad
have different addresses.
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infant/primary school ScHooL
student travel pass a
will cost 456* J e
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school student travel pass will cost 4 *
e A'# % / means a family pays no

more than 4-7 per year maximum.
e For many families, school travel will

remain free - if you have a
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"I1g $$ 1 your children will still
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These changes mean parents will pay around --
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The NSW Government will continue to subsidise
school student travel by more than $600 per
student each year at a total investment of more
than $430 million each year.
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)1%& 12 * Application forms will still be
available from your school. If you require more
information please go to www.131500.info or call

It is therefore necessary to have procedures that
will help solve problems as soon as possible so
that a safe and harmonious school environment is
maintained. The best results usually flow from
working together.

These guidelines aim to:

e provide a guide in order that concerns
are dealt with in an open and fair
manner.

e ensure that the rights of students,
teachers and parents are respected
and upheld.

e support sensitivity and confidentiality.

* help reach an agreed solution

On occasion, concerns may cause frustration and
anxiety. At such times it is always important to
organise a time to talk with school staff in an
unhurried and confidential atmosphere.

e Trying to talk to teachers when they are
trying to teach, manage children or
engaged in another conversation is
inappropriate.

Teachers, parents and community
working together for successful
schooling

the Transport hotline on 131 500.

Verity Firth David Campbell CONCERN APPROPRIATE ACTION
Minister for Minister for The academic progress | * Directly contact the
Education Transport of own child child’s teacher either by note, by phone or
in person to arrange a suitable time to
discuss any issues.
The welfare of own | * For minor issues directly contact your
App roachinq Your child child’s teacher to clarify information.

School
A parent and community guide for
seeking information and
expressing concerns

From time to time parents or other
members of the school community

* For more serious concerns, contact
office. State nature of concern and
arrange a suitable time to talk with class
teacher or appropriate staff member.

* To convey information about change of
address, telephone number, emergency
contact, custody details, health issues etc.
Please contact the office.

other | * Contact the class teacher for a
classroom problem.

e Contact the stage supervisor or

principal for playground problems.

AT NO TIME SHOULD A PARENT
APPROACH ANOTHER CHILD OTHER
THAN THEIR CHILD TO ADDRESS AN
ISSUE AT SCHOOL.

may need to approach the school in | Actions
e Discuss the progress or
welfare of own child
e Express concern about
actions of other students
e Enquire about school policy
or practice School
practice

policy or | * Contact office. State nature of concern

and make an appointment to see the
principal and/or appropriate member of
staff.



http://www.131500.info/

MERRYLANDS EAST

OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE
is a Holroyd City Council child care service.
The service caters to school aged children
aged 5 - 12 years. Hours in operation are
before school care 6.30am - 9.00am and
after school care 2.30pm - 6.00pm. If you
would like more information or an
enrolment package please contact Fadwa on

9681 6411 or 0417 667869
PLACES ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR BOTH
BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE.
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SPECIAL STUDENTS SENT /2
1O SHOW GOOD WORK T QIf
THE PRINCIPAL THIS WEEK.




